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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
A COMPLAINT 

BY 

Charles M. Webster. 
Chairman. Maine Republican Party 
9 Higgins Street 
Augusta. Maine 04330 

AGAINST 

Rochelle "ChelUe" M. Pingree, 
Congresswoman, 
First Congressional District of Maine, 
United States House of Representatives 

MURNo. md. 

This Complamt is filed with the Federal Election Commission (the "Commission") on 

behalf of Charles M. Webster, Chairman of the Maine Republican Party ("Complainant") against 

Rochelle "Chellie" M. Pingree ("Respondent"). Respondent is currently a Congresswoman in 

the United States House of Representatives fioni the First Congressional District of Maine and a 

candidate for federal office. Complainant asserts that in the course of her campaign for 

reelection, she has violated the Federal Election Canqraign Finance Act of 1971 (the "Act"), as 

amended by the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of2007 ("HLOGA"), through 

impermissible air travel to campaign a^vities aboard non-corrunercial private aircraft See 

Attachments. Based upon news accounts and information and belief, the facts relevant to. these 

violations are as follows: 



FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. Magic Carpet Enterprises, LLC is a holding company based in Ithaca, New York, 

. . to which a Dassault Falcon 2000EX private corporate jet bearing the tag N^88CE (die "Magic 

Carpet private jet") is registered. 

2. Magic Carpet Enterprises, LLC is solely owned by S. Donald Sussnum, the 

founder and chairman of billion-dollar hedge fund Paloma Partners LLC. Mr. Sussman has been 

alternately labeled by Respondent as her "partner" and her "fiancd." He is not a member of 

Respondent's fiunily. 

3. On the rhoming of September 13,2010, Respondent was in Portland, Maine. 

4. At 12:31 PM on that same day, the Magic Carpet private jet took off from 

Portland International Jetpbrt It landed at 1:20 PM at Westchester County Airport in White 

Plains, New York, approximately one hour north of New York City. 

5. At 6:30 PM on diat evening, Respondent was present at a fundraiser for her 

. reelection campaign held in a home located at ISO East End Avenue, New York, New York. The 

fundraiser was scheduled to end at 8:00 PM. 

6. At 9:22 PM, the Magic Carpet private jet took off from Westchester County 

Airport. At 10:17 PM, it landed at Dulles International Airport in Sterling, Virginia, 

approximately one hour northwest of Washington, D.C. 

7. The next day, September 14,2010, Respondent was present in the chamber of the 

House of Representatives. 

8. According to a public statement made by Respondent's spokesperson Willy Ritch 

on September 30,2010, Respondent was aboard both of the abovementioned Magic Carpet 

private jet flights. 



9. The Magic Carpet private jet was not provided by the Federal government, or by a 

State or local goveniment on September 13,2010. 

FIRST VIOLATION OF LAW rCount D 

2 U.S.C. 8 439afrtf2V 11 CFR S 100.93faV2^ 

10. Complainant reasserts, as if fully set forth herein. Paragraphs 1 through 9 above. 

11. On December 7,2009, (he Commission promulgated Final Rules implementing 

the HLOOA concerning air travel by members of the United States government. 

12. Specifically, campaign travelers, including candidates for the U.S. House of 

Representatives, are expressly prohibited fiom engaging in non-commercial air travel aboard 

private jets for campaign-related activity. See 2 U.S.C. § 439a(c)(2}, 11 CFR § 100.93(c)(2). . 

13. The only exceptions to the ban on non-commercial travel are as follows: (1) travel 

aboard an aircraft owned or leased by the candidate's father, mother, son, daughter, brother, 

sister, husband, wife, fether-in-law, or modier-in-law (the "&mily member exception"), 2 U.S.C. 

§ 439a(c)(3), 11 CFR § 100.93(g)(4); and (2) travel aboard aircraft provided by the Federal 

government, or a State or local government (the "government conveyance exception"), 2 U.S.C. 

§ 439a(c)(2XB), 11 CFR § 100.93(e). 

14. Because Mr. Susanan is not related to Respondent in any of die ways described 

above in Paragraph 13, the &mily member exertion cannot and does not apply. 

15. Because the Magic Qupetpiivatejet was not provided by the Federal 

government, or by a State or local government, the government conveyance exception cannot 

and does not apply. 



16. Accordiiig to a public statement issued by Respondent's spokesperson Willy 

Ritch, Respondent was aboard the Magic Carpet private jet when it flew from Portland, Maine to 

White Plains, New York on September 13. 

17. Because this private jet flight was in coimection with a fundraiser for 

Respondent's federal reelection campaign, Respondent was a campaign traveler on the flight. 

18. THEREFORE, Respondent explicitly violated the HLOGA when she flew aboard 

the Magic Carpet private jet from Ported, Maine to New York, New York in order to attend a 

fundraiser for her reelection campaign. 

SECOND VIOLATION OF LAW (Count II) 

2 U.S.C. M39afc)f2VU CER ̂ J00r?3(c)f2) 

19. Complairumt reasserts, as if fully set forth herein. Paragraphs 1 through 18 above. 

20. According to a public statement issued by Respondent's spokesperson Willy 

. Ritch, Respondent was aboard the Magic Carpet private jet when it flew fiom White Plains, New 

York to Washington, D.C. on September 13,2010. 

21. Because this private jet flight was in coimection with a fimdraiser for 

. Respondent's federal reelection campaign. Respondent was a campaign traveler on the flight. 

22. THEREFORE, Respondent explicitly violated the HLOGA when she flew aboard 

the Magic Carpet private jet fiom While Plains, New York to Washington, D.C. after alteiiding a 

fundraiser for her reelection campaign. 

RELIEF SOUGHT 

23. Complainant requests the Commission levy civil penalties against Respondent in 

accoidiance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(S) and 11 CFR § 111.24(a)(2). 



24. Because Respondent's flight aboard the Magic Carpet private jet from Portland, 

Maine to New Yoric, New York was a knowing and willful violation of the HLOGA, the civil 

penalty for Count I should be a fine in the amount of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000). 

25. Because Respondent's flight aboard the Magic Carpet private jet from New York, 

New York to Washington, D.C. was a knowing and willful violation of the HLOGA, the civil 

penalty for Count 11 should be a fme in the amount of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000). 

26. Complainant requests that the Commission provide all additioaal relief that It may 

deem appropriate or equitable. 

^ The above is correct and accurate to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Charles M. Webster 
Chairman, Republican Party of Maine 

Sworn and subscribed to in Maine on October ^ , 2010. 

Notary Public 
CHBISriE LEE HCMAILIT 

fotaryPiiblic ( COMMISlflll EXPIRES 

1/30/2015 
My commission expires 
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Pingree Flies On Corporate Jet 
Posted By Steohan Burklin On September 23, 2010 @ 5:11 am In Featured.News | 28 Comments 

As the President of Common Cause a non-profit citizens' iobbying group, Representative 
Cheilie Pingree criticized lawmakers who traveled on corporate jets. 

But Rep. Pingree is engaging in the same actjvity she derided four years ago. 

An Investigation by MaineWatchdog found that Pingree has been traveling on a private plane 
owned by the corporation of her significant other, Donald Sussmah, Founder and Chairman 
of Paioma Partners, a biiiion doiiar hedge fund. 

When AOL reported in late July that Pingree's office was reimbursed for more travel 
expenses* than any other house member in 2009, MaineWatchdog asked whether any of those 
reimburserhents were reiatedto travel on private oianes ^^1. A spokesman for Pingree said: "To 
my knowiedge, the Congresswoman does not fly on privately chartered jets." 

The investigation, however, produced a video of Representative Pingree and Sussman 
disembarking at Portland International letport after a flight from Bridgeport, Conn.^ on 
September 17, 2010. 

Pingree and Sussman landed In Portiand at 1:26 p.m., at which point a red carpet was rolied 
out for them on the non-commerciai apron. 

A snapshot of the coupie driving off confirms that Pingree was on boaril. 

http://maine.watchdog.org/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-on-corporate-jet/print/ 10/6/2010 
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Prior to her election In 2008, Pingree was an outspoken critic of congressional members who 
flew on corporate Jets. 

According to written remarks l^ldellvared before the Subcommittee on the Constitution In 2006, 
Pingree said: "Most Americans never have and never will fly on a chartered Jet, much less a 
fancy corporate Jet complete with wet bar and leather couches. So when members of Congress 
constantly fly around on corporate Jets and pay only the cost of a commercial ticket, It 
contributes to the corrosive public perception that members of Congress are more like the fat 
cats of Wall Street than they are like the rest of us." 

In tho aftermath of the Abramoff scandal Plogree lobbied for a tough ethles-ceform law that 
would have, amang other things, comoleteiv banned ortvatelv funded travel ^81. Wheii a 
weaker bill was Introduced, Pingree called the drafted bill "window dressing." 

It Is not clear whether PIngree's use of Sussman's aircraft was limited to the Incident on 
September 17. 

Fllcht logs of Sussman's plane obtained by MalneWatchdog indicate that Pingree may have 
used the aircraft on several other occasions. 

In several Instances, PIngree's trips between Maine and Washington, D.C. closely track the 
movement of Sussman's plane. 

MalneWatchdog uncovered the following facts: 

http;//niaine.watchdog.org/20ip/09/23/pingree.-Qie%on-coipecate::jet/print/, 10/6/2010 
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On the morning of September 13, Representative Pingree visited Presumoscot Elementary 
School t^^^in Portland. 

According to flight logs, Sussman's plane took off from Portland International letoort t^^^at 
12:31 In the afternoon. Forty-nine minutes later, at 1:20, It landed an hour's drive north of New 
York City at Westchester County AlfPOrt White Plains, NY. 

At 6:30 p.m., two prominent New York theater producers threw a house oartv ttsito raise 
money for Pingree at their home in the Upper East End. The party was scheduled to end at 8:00 
p.rri. 

-_..ji«i^»rtu>rhttp:/yraai.ne.watchdog.org/2piO/p9/23/pingEee-fligs=onrCog)orate4s.t^ru^*..;-.A.^.^..^ 10/6/2010 
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At 9:22 p.m., Sussman's plane lifted off again at Westchester County Airport In White Plains. It 
landed at Dulles International Alroort an hour outside of Washington, D.C., at 10:17 p.m. 

The next day, Sept. 14, Pingree cast two votes 1571 and HR 1052) In the evening on 
the House floor In Washington. 

10/6/2010 
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There are other similar cases where Pingree's movement-parallels that of Sussman's plane. 
MalneWatchdog compared Pingree's votlno record to the movement of Sussman's plane 
[10]_ 

On July 24, PIngree was In Brunswick with Gov. BaldaccI to celebrate Kestrel Aviation's move, to 
Maine 

On July 26, Sussman's plane left Knox Countv Reoional Alroort t^^^ln Rockland, the closest 
airport to Pingree's home in North Haven at 12:51 pm. PIngree was on the House floor at 
around.6:30 to vote on MR 1320. She also appeared on Hardball with Chris Matthews that 
afternoon. 

She was in Washington for votes on July 27, 28, and 29. 

On July 30, PIngree was on the House floor. The last vote of the day was at around 6:30 p.m. . 
At 7:39, Sussman's plane left Washington, D.C. for Rockland, Maine. 

On August 6th, PIngree attended the Maine Lobster Fest Parade ^^^^In Rockland. 

On August 9, Sussman's plane departed Rockland for D.C. at 2:33 pm. The next day, 
PIngree was present in the Oval Office when President Obama signed the $26 billion aid 
ggckage,t25]for states. Sussman's plane departed D.C. on August 10 at 7:16 pm and returned 
to Rockland. 

At the time thjs article was released, MalneWatchdog was waiting for Pingree's office to provide 
receipts for all commercial flights that the Congresswoman booked over the last several 
months. 

•Editor's Note (9/23/2010, 2:11 p.m.) The AOL story did not report that Rep. Pingree's office 

http://main&iwatchdog^rg/2010/p9/23/pingiee:flies-on-coiporaterjet/print/. . uauvimi3x:tJLQ/(6/2010 
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was reimbursed for more travel expenses In strictly monetary terms. Several other House 
members were reimbursed for higher total bills. Rep. Pingree's office was reimbursed for more 
indlvlduBl travel expenditures than any other House member. 

Article printed from Maine Watchdog: http://maine.watchdog.org ^ 
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